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Garden of Plenty
Inspired by environmental biology and sustainability,
energy and the environment students, and led by the
Hanley Sustainability Institute and facilities
management, the University of Dayton Kennedy Union
rooftop garden will provide a campus hub for
sustainability education, improved aesthetics and a
cooler roof that can lower the building's energy costs,
and send cleaner water into storm sewers.
"Our charge with the gift from George and Amanda Hanley is to
become a national leader in sustainability education," said Hanley
Sustainability Institute Director of Student Engagement Katie
Schoenenberger. "Our focus is providing experiential learning
opportunities for students and engaging the broader campus and
Dayton communities in conversations about sustainability. This will
provide a visible sustainability project on campus where we can have
those conversations."
In 2014, the George and Amanda Hanley Foundation gave the
University $12.5 million — the largest single gift in University history —
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UDRI Awarded
$72 Million Air
Force Research
Lab Contract
The University of
Dayton Research
Institute has been
awarded a six-year, $72
million-ceiling Air Force
Research Laboratory
contract for research
and development in
AFRL's Quick-Reaction
Evaluation of Materials
and Processes
program.
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to support the University's sustainability education initiatives and
establish the Hanley Sustainability Institute.
The Kennedy Union rooftop garden project started in August with
political science, geology, engineering and computer science students
installing temperature sensors. The students will compare before and
after readings to see how temperature changes affect energy costs.
In all, about 40 students from those disciplines and the Hanley
Sustainability Institute will be part of the project, and the hope is to
include more in the future.
In addition to sensor research, Schoenenberger said the rooftop
garden will contain seven pods of sedam, succulent plants that can
thrive in hot, dry environments. The garden will cover 1,860 square
feet (a third of the roof) and will be a future research site for native
plants and climate data collection.
"We'll have signage for our projects, so anyone visiting the roof will
understand what is happening there. We can incorporate the roof into
tours as a launching pad for people to see what the University is doing
sustainability-wise," she said.
Dayton-based Enterprise Roofing will assist the Hanley Sustainability
Institute, facilities management and students with installing the
rooftop garden, which still will be available for events and will retain its
lunchtime seating area. Installation will happen throughout this week.
For more information, contact Shawn Robinson, associate director of
news and communications, at 937-229-3391 or
srobinson@udayton.edu.
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A national publication
covering the wind
power engineering
industry and several
local outlets featured
the University of
Dayton Research
Institute's new wind
turbine to boost
alternative-energy
research and
educational
opportunities. Also,
Caroline Waldron
Merithew was the
subject of a American
Historical Association
member spotlight and
Law.com blog Ahead of
the Curve and an op-ed
in Inside Higher Ed
discussed the School of
Law's entry into online
education.
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A New Phase
The planning process
for the redevelopment
of the former
Montgomery County
fairgrounds has
entered a new phase.
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